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party wants the Government to help him out. I write this
letter to advise you of what I think you may expect, to put
you on your guard.

I think, from the lights before me, I would move on with-
out change until the present struggle is over. If you want
to write me this week, my address will be Washington, Penn-
sylvania. I would like to hear your experience with the
factions, at all events, if they give you time to write. No
doubt you will have a better chance to judge than I, for I have
avoided general discussion on the subject.

Yours truly,

U. S. GRANT.
Hon. GEORGE S. BOUTW.ELL,

Secretary of Treasury.

At a meeting, which was accidental, as far as the President
was concerned, on board one of Fisk and Gould's Fall River
steamers, when he was on his way to Boston, in June of that
year, to attend the Peace Jubilee, an attempt was made to
commit General Grant to the policy of holding gold. I was
present on the trip with the President. What happened on
the boat may be best given in the language of Mr. Fisk and
Mr. Gould. Mr. Fisk, in his testimony before the committee,
said:

" On our passage over to Boston with General Grant, we
endeavored to ascertain what his position in regard to the
finances was. We went down to supper about nine o'clock,
intending while we were there to have this thing pretty thor-
oughly talked up, and, if possible, to relieve him from any
idea of putting the price of gold down."

Mr. Gould's account before the committee was as follows:

" At this supper the question came up about the state of
the country, the crops, prospects ahead, etc. The President
was. a listener; the other gentlemen were discussing. Some